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contained in the Baghant Geeta (sic!); he was condemned to death and he partook 
of a Last Supper with his disciples (Bishop Bigandet, II., 36); Buddha was cruelly 
murdered on the vernal equinox ; he descended to hell to judge the dead, remained 
there three days and nights, rose again and ascended bodily to heaven. His prin- 
cipal sacrament was baptism ; his flower the lotus ; his epigraphic symbols the 
Latin and the Greek cross (f -f-) an d the mystic fan; his zodion was the Lamb; 
the sign of his future coming is the White Horse." p. c. 

Allgemeine Physiologie. Ein Grundriss der Lehre vom Leben. Von Max 
Verworn, Dr. Med. et Phil., Professor der Physiologie und Direktor des 
Physiologischen Instituts an der Universitat GSttingen. Mit 295 Abbildun- 
gen. Dritte, neu bearbeitete Auflage. Jena : Verlag von Gustav Fischer. 
1901. Pages, xii, 631. Price, bound, 17 Marks. 
Das Neuron in Anatomie und Physiologie. Vortrag gehalten in der gemein- 
schaftlichen Sitzung der medizinischen Hauptgruppe der 72. Versammlung 
deutscher Naturforscher und Aerzte zu Aachen am 19. September, 1900. In 
erweiterter Form herausgegeben. Von Max Verworn. Mit 22 Abbildun- 
gen im Text. Jena : Verlag von Gustav Fischer. 1900. Pages, 54. 
We are glad to call attention to the appearance of a third edition of Dr. Max 
Verworn's well-known text-book of general physiology, which originally appeared 
in 1894, and of which the first chapter, treating of the objects and methods of 
physiological research, appeared in The Monist at about that time. The present 
edition has been increased by about 32 pages, and by some 10 new cuts. An Eng- 
lish, French, Russian, and Italian translation of the work have now appeared, and 
the book in general has proved itself to be a useful manual. The point of view 
from which Dr. Verworn has approached his subject is that of comparative physi- 
ology, and in performing his task he has endeavored so far as possible to revert to 
the principles which guided the research of the great master of this science, 
Johannes MUller. 

The same author has also given us in a printed lecture originally delivered in 
September,. 1900, before the Congress of German Naturalists and Physicians, a 
concise synopsis of the researches which have been conducted in connexion with 
the doctrine of neurons. The idea lying at the foundation of the doctrine of neu- 
rons is that the ganglionary cells and the nervous fibres proceeding from them con- 
stitute a single unit. The axal cylinder of the nervous fibres, with its collateral 
and terminal ramifications, is, like the numerous dendrites, a continuation only of 
the ganglionary cell. This doctrine, which furnished the first monistic principle 
for the treatment of the nervous system, has been so fruitful in its influence in all 
practical and theoretical directions, that it may safely be said that the unusual 
activity and interest shown during the last ten years in neurological research has 
been nearly altogether due to the stimulus imparted to it by the doctrine of neu- 
rons. The doctrine has been the object of considerable adverse criticism, and has 
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been subjected to assaults on all sides. It is the opinion of Prof. Verworn, how- 
ever, that its truth has not in the least been shaken and that it will continue to ex- 
ercise a salutary influence in the future. There are 22 cuts in the brochure, and 
numerous bibliographical references of value. 

NOTE. 

Mrs. Mary Everest Boole, the writer of the article, ' ' Suggestions for Increas- 
ing Ethical Stability," in the present Monist, is the widow of the famous mathe- 
matician and logician, George Boole, the author of the well-known treatise on The 
Laws of Thought, which has been characterised as marking ' ' the greatest ad- 
vance in logic since Aristotle." Mrs. Boole's uncle was the surveyor-general of 
India, after whom Mt. Everest was named. She became Professor Boole's assistant 
and afterwards his wife, working together with him on his logical and mathemat- 
ical investigations until his death in 1864, and afterwards continuing on the psy- 
chological and educational side the labors which he had left unfulfilled. She says : 
' ' At his death numerous mathematicians wrote offering to help me. But I felt 
that accepting their co-operation would involve me in some connexion with what 
was then known as ' Boole's Method.' The mathematical world at that time were 
jealous and distrustful of any allusion to the psychological aspect of mathematics. 
I preferred to take a humble post in a college and study the application of Boole's 
method to psychology, clinically (so to speak), by trying its effect on solving the 
moral problems of school-girls. My book, Symbolical Methods of Study, grew 
out of Sunday evening talks with the college boarders. After a few years I met 
James Hinton, author of Life in Nature, etc., and, by his advice, gave up most of 
my college work and became his secretary. I taught him enough algebra to enable 
him to join me in an investigation of the connexion between the mathematical and 
the physiological aspects of psychology. 

"About 18S4 I gave a lecture to the Education Society about some forms of 
mental and moral aberration far more common in girl's schools then than they 
now are. I wrote on this and kindred topics in the Jewish press and then devoted 
some time to the psychological analysis of the mental conditions which go to 
make the majority of the human race interested in the questions of incarnation and 
miracle. Continuing my studies in psychology as seen from the medical aspect, 
under the direction of Henry Maudsley, M. D., the well-known brain-specialist, 
and of Helen Webb, M. B., of the Parent's Educational Union, lecturer on ' Neu- 
rotic Children ' and on 'The Formation of Habit,' I wrote at Dr. Maudsley 's re- 
quest a text-book of Mathematical Psychology for the use of medical students." 

The present article on "Ethical Stability" is the outcome of Mrs. Boole's 
practical studies on the lines last mentioned. It has been characterised by Pro- 
fessor James who heard the paper read, as "full of most suggestive matter, and 
as moving among the concrete facts of human nature in what to my mind is a re- 
freshing way." 



